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HE ROCK star was 

in his element on 

stage 

that night. As he 
sang his songs of ‘love, 
fantasy and life on the 
Street’ the bright lights 
reflected his silver- 
Studded belts and 
wristbands into the eyes 
of the gathered Mass. 
With arms held high 
above their heads the 


fans saluted their idol and 


in between numbers he 
offered his eternal 
gratitude, telling tales 
and cracking jokes, 
treating them as one. 
And then the rock Star 
continued to cut 
electrifying poses, 
resplendent in his skin- 
tight strides, before 
finally departing in a 
blaze of glory. For the 
Previous two hours the 
audience had been able 
to forget their troubles 
and worries but now it 
was back to reality. And 


what of our rock star? He 


should care: he’s got 

money, travels the world 

and has an endless 
supply of attractive 
women at his disposal — 
what more could he 
desire? 

Looking at the world of 
rock’n’roll in this, perhaps 
somewhat naive, manner the 
Star does appear far removed 
from everyday life and one 
begins to wonder how on earth 
he can Possibly relate to his 
audience. Although he might 
chat to a few fans backstage 
after the show eventually he'll 
return to his hotel in a 
limousine and possibly party 
until the early hours. It’s 
therefore little wonder that a 
rock star's concern for 
individual fans seems highly 
fickle. Can he be put at fault 
though? After all, that’s 
entertainment and such is the 
price of fame. 

Philip Lynott, leader of the 
extremely successful Thin Lizzy, 
has come face to face with this 
dilemma. With no disrespect he 
could quite easily fit the role of 
‘the rock star’ in our story and 
thus it was interesting to hear 
his views on the effects success 
can have on an individual. 

“Success can be very 
dangerous and there are ways 
of handling it. There are times 
when you have to act star and 
others when you just have to 
be normal. Rock'n‘roll is a very 
fickle business and there are 
Certain people who regard it in 
terms of class structure. Some 
think that because they're 
Successful then they're more 
important than others and 
that’s abusing your success. | 
myself don’t, although | went 
through a phase where | 
thought | was God and that | 

Was real great because I'd made 
it. | certainly don’t think I’m like 
that anymore. 

“It's very hard for me to 
explain how success and wealth 
has changed me as a person. 
I'm trying to think of a 
recognisable trait in me that 
could show how I’ve changed 
but | can’t really, | swear. I'm 
not trying to say that | haven't 
been affected, but certainly 
having success and money 
hasn't taken away any of the 
old feelings | had when | hadn't 
got any money. | can still 
remember. being broke and the 
relationships | encountered on 
the street in those days. 
Obviously it would be very hard 
for me to totally understand 
what it's like now, but there are 
definitely enough parallels 
between the problems ‘the kids 
have today and the ones | had. 

1 still tend to draw from my 
own experiences and I'd like to 
think that people can relate to 
them.” Z 

* Thin Lizzy are one of Britain’s 
major rock forces and although 
success hasn't spoilt them it 


_has enabled them to plan their 


attacks with greater dilligence 
and freedom than a lesser band 
might enjoy. For instance 1981 
has witnessed far less activity 
on the Lizzy front to date than 
in past years. The only vinyl ‘ 
Output has been a greatest hits 


bass as my choice of 
instrument. But it was one of 
those things that because of 
my personality and maybe the 
fact that I'm black and also 
sang that | ended up as the 
frontman. Once the 
management realised that | was 
becoming the frontman they ~ 


fight it too much.” 

Thin Lizzy have generally —~ 
adhered to a four-man format 
but have now become a five= 
piece following the addition of 
keyboard player Darren : 
Wharton. You may recall that 
the band first tried keyboards 
back in 1979 when Midge Ure 
joined on a temporary basis 
before he left to work with 
Ultravox. 

Philip: ‘From around that 
period when Midge was with us 
the band’s repertoire was ; 
getting so big that we felt the ~ 


the songs needed that subtle 
change of atmosphere in order 
to capture the difference of 
texture in the music. At the 
time | felt that, without 
detracting from the guitar 
format, we should add some - 
subtleties, Darren’s now a full- 


so the expansion of the 
keyboards is very gradual. 
Because there are two lead 
guitarists they're always striving 
for that lead position when the 
vocal stops, and so unless it’s” 
relevant the keyboards tend not 
to come forward. Darren 
definitely has a lot more talent 
than is shown on this album. In 
fact | think he shows more of 
what he can do on my solo 
album."" 3 
The Lizzies will be on tour in 
Britain in November and the 
forthcoming dates will be their 
first indoor UK concerts for 


the music press. 

“| thought that the criticism 
for Milton Keynes was relevant 
in so far as the band has. BS 
structured the set around the 
‘Live and Dangerous’ album for 
a long time, but it just goes to 
show how good that actually 


the critics didn’t’ seem to 
appreciate was the fact that 


had done so well we wanted to 
go out and play the last of the 
greatest hit shows. + 

“| also think that the support: 
bill at Milton Keynes was quite - 
bizarre. And what's more | was 
really drunk on stage! | very 
rarely get drunk on stage but 
what happened that day was 
that | got down to the gig early, 
spent a lot of time sitting 
around and eventually just 
Started to have a few drinks. By 
the time we were due on | 
realised | was drunk! But even Pi 
so | did feel that a lot of the 
critics in the UK didn’t 
appreciate why we did the 
show. It was a preplanned thing — 
to let people know that we 
were still around and as I've 
said, it was also to mark the 
end of the old set. 

“For this next tour we've got 
a brand new lighting design and 
a different stage set. We really 
want to present things in a 
fresh style. In fact as far as the 
material goes we might play the 
new album first and then the: == 
old songs, whereas in the past ~ 
we've always just interspersed 
them into the set.’ 

Do you ever get bored with 
any of the old material? 

“There are certain numbers 
that | get very bored with 
playing, like ‘Whisky In the Jar’ 
for example. Here we are in 
1981 going into 1982 and 


‘: 


Phil Lynott on Lizzy’s dilemma — 
‘the songs don't change quick enough for the critics and they 
change too quickly for the supporters’ 


endeavoured to Carry on from 
where we'd left off. Like 
‘Chinatown’, for instance, we 
rushed just to make sure that it 
looked like we were settled. 
This time we were determined 
to concentrate on our direction 
So much that we eventually 
Postponed the tour by a couple 
of weeks. Everything was 


began with Kit and ended with 
Chris Tsangarides. Both are 
very good but Chris probably 
had more of a heavy metal 
approach which suited the band 
at this point.” 


Philip Lynott is also adamant 
that Thin Lizzy is currently 
working far better as a team. 


“The band now has an 


guess they always half left it up 
to me to come up with the 
songs. This time they've had to 
give more input. Consequently 
the songs are that much 
Stronger.” 

Has he ever found it a burden 
being the frontman and taking 
the lead role in the band? 

“No, | wouldn't call it a 
burden. Obviously there’s a 


package, which incidentally 
turned gold, and the relatively 
unsuccessful ‘Trouble Boys’ 
single. Their appearance in this 
country have been limited to 
the odd low-key gig in places 
like St Austell and of course the 
Milton Keynes outdoor bash. 

At the beginning of the year 
Lizzy toured Scandinavia but 
for the major part time has 


pushed it that way and I didn't” : 


need for a change. So many of — 


. 4 
time member of Lizzy but even 


was. Now that we've gota. _ = 
stable line-up we're attempting Si 
to solve that problem. But what 


because the greatest hits album 


been spent in the studios. Philip 
has recorded a new solo album, 
entitled ‘Fatalistic Attitude’, but 
that’s being kept in the can 
until the New Year. Top priority 
on Lynott and the rest of the 
band’s list has been the 
forthcoming Lizzy LP 
‘Renegade.’ 

“Some people might get the 
impression that we've simply 
taken a year off, but that’s not 
the case,” Philip maintains. 


“We wanted to take our time in” 


order to get the album right and 
we wanted to restructure 
everything and try and present 
it in a different way. In the past 
we were so busy replacing 
guitarists that we simply 


taking that little bit longer to 
do.” 


Lynott has had his work cut 
Out this year working on his 
solo project as well as the 
Lizzies. Does he feel that he 
was possibly biting off more 
than he could chew? 

“! probably did take on too 
much and in fact this year got 
totally on top of me because | 
had more responsibilities all 
round. | was always clear about 
the difference between the two 
albums but the pressure began 
when they overran. | do feel 
though that this time there's an 
even greater difference between 
my album and the Lizzy one. | 
kept Kit Woolvarn as producer 
on mine whereas with Lizzy we 


awareness of how it sounds 
and we go into the studio trying 
to capture the sound of the 
band as Opposed to that 
element in the old days where 
we'd just go in and try and put 
down my songs. And_! think 
that because the groups has 
been together long enough in 
this format, and because I’ve 
done the solo album, it’s given 
the others more room to 
expand. They seem to have 
taken advantage of it. 


“Scott's really starting to 
blossom and he wrote quite a 
few songs with me, as did 
Snowy. In the past the boys 
felt a bit intimidated because | 
wrote so many songs and | 


certain amount of pressure on 
me because I'm the frontman 
but it’s something I've learnt to 
live with. | might be the most 
fecognisable face for the media 
but I'm certainly not as far as 
the Supporters are concerned. 
Brian has his own followers as 
does Scott, and so do Snowy 
and Darren to a lesser extent, | 
Say that only because they're 
in new boys, 

“The funny thing is that # 
was never my intention to be 
the frontman when we Started. 
| always wanted to have a sort 
of Keith Richards role — an 
important side of the band but 
the second most important. 
That even showed in selecting 


there's a song we were playing 
back in '73 — that's almost 10 
years! But of course the band 
does have a certain amount of 
responsibility as far as the 
supporters are Concerned 
because they've paid to see 
certain numbers. It's my belief 
that once you've satisfied your 
own personal integrity then you 
have to give the crowd what 
they've come to see. The band 
is always faced with that 


dilemma, (he sonas don’t 


change quick enough for the 
critics and they change too 
quickly for the Supporters. But 
as long as we satisfy ourselves 
and the fans that’s the main 
thing.” * ; 
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